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PASTOR SETH’S
Ponderings
Vitality.
Now there’s a word with all sorts of nuances and connotations.
What is vitality?
In the context of congregational life, I usually like to think of vitality as a sense of
“energy” or excitement. At other times, I think of it in terms of the strengths of the church:
where its collective gifts and talents lie. At other times, vitality suggests to me vision about
where the church or leadership wants to go in the future – what they’re building toward.
All these aspects of “vitality” apply to the process we’re about to engage together.
When we all participate in the Congregational Vitality Survey at our Congregational Meeting
on May 19, we will be doing many things: we will be gauging our sense of energy, we will be
assessing what our collective strengths are, and we will be looking forward to where those
things might lead us as a faith community.
Thinking on these things gets me excited! Aside from the practical benefits of
participating in this survey together, I have to say it just feels good to be doing something
together that we don’t often have the opportunity to do. It’s exciting to imagine what the results
of the survey might tell us. It’s exciting to consider where we might focus our gifts and talents
in the future.
As we approach the end of the school year and the weather starts to warm up in earnest,
allow yourself to rejoice. Rejoice in the resurrection season of Easter (now there’s some
vitality!). Rejoice in the glory of God’s good creation. Rejoice in the unlimited possibilities
ahead of us. Rejoice that Christ has claimed us as children, and made us one.
We have much to be thankful for, much to rejoice about, and much to look forward to as
we journey together.
Thanks be to God!

Pastor Seth

March 17, 2019
Grace Lutheran Council Meeting Notes
Attendance: Dianne Carr, Josh Wilkes, Lynn Christian, Pastor Seth, Dave Phillips, Debbie Robertson, Phil
Keller
Opening Prayer and Devotion
Josh opened with devotion and prayer.
Additions and approval of agenda
No additions
Minutes of previous Council meeting
Minutes, Dianne motioned to approve, Josh second. All in favor.
Treasure’s Report
Treasurer’s report reviewed by Council. Debbie motioned to approve, Phil second. All in favor.
Pastor’s Reports
Hospital/Funeral Calls
2
Pastoral Calls
8
Meetings 4 private, 2 private
Evangelism Call: 1 Baptism, 1 Wedding
Worship Services: 7 (5 Sunday/2 Wednesday)
Bible Studies
9 (5 Women’s, 4 Men’s)
Confirmation Classes
4- Plus Youth Led Worship
Private Communications 8 on visits
Synod Meetings,
5 F.C.T.E, ELCA HQ, Brad Haagen, East Conf.,
Pastor Dave Hedlin Mentorship
Miscellaneous: Picking hymns, working with choir, launching “Giving Appeal” letter and YTD figures,
Senior Lunch and Entertainment, Pre-school board meeting, outreach team mtg to plan Easter Egg Hunt,
Prayer tents for soup super, coordinating the soup/sandwiches/desserts for Lent Soup Suppers, made ashes,
added lectors and liturgists, W.P.A. Meeting.
Phil motion to approve Pastor Report, Diane Second. All in favor.
Old Business
Council voted to approve to use MIF money to pay urgent bills. Debbie approved, Lynn second. All in
favor.
Debbie made the motion to do the congregational vitality survey offered by the synod on May 17th to
help address membership and financial future of Grace. Josh second. All in favor.
First Generosity Sunday in April will be directed to Lutheran Tornado relief. Dianne motioned, Debbie
second. All in favor.
Committee/Team Reports
Properties
Debbie presented the properties report. Council approved properties to provide a cost analysis on exchanging current hot water heater with an in-line hot water heater for Altar Guild Room.
Youth
Family fun night in February with 15 attending. Escape room in March. Wednesday Lent Soup and
Sandwiches throughout Lent. Easter Breakfast, and additional youth functions are planned for the spring.
Fellowship/Outreach
Easter egg hunt will be the next fellowship outreach event. While approved for $1000 Congregational
Life Committee for Seniors Launched, however due to restraints in the Northern Illinois Synod budget, the disbursement has been put on hold.
Worship
Added new Lectors and Liturgists
(continued →)

(minutes continued)
New Business
Discussion regarding considering Maundy Thursday and Good Friday in unison with
other churches in the community.
Next Council meeting and devotion April 14, 2019 and May 5th, 2019.
Closing prayers provided by Pastor Seth.
Devotions will be provided by Dave for the April meeting.
Respectfully Submitted,
Lynn Christian

Congregational Meeting is May 19th after Church!
Plan to stay after church on May 19th as we have our annual
congregational meeting. We’ll vote on new Council members,
briefly review the past year, and briefly look at the year ahead
as we participate in a short survey together! A meal will be
provided.
Congregational Vitality Survey
At our congregational meeting on May 19th, we will all participate in a short survey. The material for this survey is provided
by our Northern Illinois Synod, and it helps church leadership
get feedback about the congregation’s strengths and where they have the opportunity to grow. The growth of our church, both inward and outward, is worthy of our
attention, and this Congregational Vitality Survey will be a good tool in helping us
give it the attention it needs.

Confirmation/Youth
This month, we’ll be learning about the Easter season, early
Reformation history, and foundational Bible verses. Last month,
our youth packed eggs, hid eggs, helped with the Easter Egg Hunt,
served Lenten midweek meals and Easter Breakfast, and learned about Holy Week.
Sundays at 6pm are when we meet for Confirmation and youth events. Pastor
Seth and Christy Ziller lead Confirmation classes. Confirmation is for any baptized
member who has not been confirmed yet, usually in 6th-8th grade.

Inter-church Youth Event: #Instahunt!
Celebrate the end of the school year with fellow
Christians in our area! On Friday, May 31, Grace is
participating in an inter-church event where youth from
several area churches will take part in a scavenger hunt
of sorts. Food, music, prizes, and a fun time will be
th
th
available to all 5 – 12 graders (and the adults driving them) for absolutely free.
More details will be sent out as we approach the date.

30 Hour Famine
On Friday – Saturday, May 24 – 25, all our youth will participate in
World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine. This is a meaningful experience for
youth to experience first-hand what it means to be hungry, and to
learn about hunger in our own town and nation, as well as the world.
They’ll participate in hands-on service projects (while starving!) and
grow together in faith as they serve those who need it most. This is a lock-in and
will involve staying overnight at the church!

Preschool News
It's hard to believe the end of the school year
is here! We had an amazing year! This month we are
celebrating Moms with a special Tea party. We made
special videos and gifts for them. We love surprising
them! We have many fun days planned for May,
including a beach day, crazy hair day and brought back by popular demand,
pajama day. We are hoping for a great day for the year end party. The jump
houses are always a lot of fun. Graduation is on May 17th at 6:00 pm.
Everyone is welcome to attend! The graduates have been practicing their
songs and are excited to sing for everyone. It's always a great night to honor
our graduates.
We are taking registrations for the upcoming school year. Forms are
available in the school hallway or in the church office. Enjoy your summer!

In Our Prayers
Members: Joann Thompson, Rev. Guy Warke, Frank Dickey, Cindy Filas, Marie
Christian, Helen Warke, David Kirstein, Norma Siebring, & Brian Melvin
Friends and Family of Grace: Gabby (friend of Cindy Filas), Kathie Parton (Kim Bell’s mother),
Juanita (Jodi Dzak’s mother), Barb (friend of the Sodas), Rocky (nephew of Jackie Danalewich),
Jacob Zigafoose (neighbor of Mary Smith), Fritzie Ceveno (friend of the Kirsteins),
Kurt Stefans (son-in-law to the Warkes), Tina McBride (friend of Maryann Ricken),
David DeWald (Irving DeWald’s brother), Irma Wagner (sister-in-law of Joann House),
Dorothy Ann Milling (Joann House’s niece), Jack Zdanowski (Warkes’ nephew),
Jeanne Kieffer (friend of the Warkes), Matt Prodehl (son-in-law of Dan Bell)
Home-bound: Jean Goodwin (home), Theresa Klager (Heritage Woods, Minooka), Dolly Hoover
(Sunny Hill, Joliet) (mother of Karen Nielsen), Edie Hess (Heritage Woods, Manteno)
Serving in Armed Forces: Cap.
Gundersen (grandson of the Warkes)

Autumn

Carr

(daughter

of

the

Carrs);

Cap.

Erik

Women of the ELCA News!
WELCA is looking for members who want a night out playing games. This will be held on
Sunday, May 5th. If you’re interested or want more info, see the sign-up sheet in the narthex.
Spring cleaning is upon us! WELCA will be cleaning the kitchen on May 18th at 10:30a.m.
Please bring your rubber gloves and favorite cleaning supplies. A pizza lunch will be provided
when we finish.
WELCA met in April with only Terry, Debbie and Katelin attending. With the lack of interest in
attending our meetings we have chosen to decrease them to 4 times a year. We hope we can
get better attendance in the future and return to our monthly fun. The following is the
schedule for the next 12 months.
July will be a fun day at the races. Information will follow in the June Lamp, so keep a look
out.
The September meeting will be used to elect new officers, plan for the Christmas party and
play a few games. If you have any suggestion or are interested in helping plan the Christmas
party, please make sure we see you there.
December is the annual Christmas party.
March/April is still open for discussion and suggestions.

Missionary for a Day ~ May 2019
05/01

Jim & Arlene Hankins

Tracy Harding’s Birthday

05/01

Red & Sharon Folkestad

Todd’s Anniversary

05/02

Frank & Doris Dickey, Jr.

Doris’ Birthday

05/09

Gary Gruhn

05/12

Joyce Stranish

In Memory of Loved Ones

05/12

Women of the ELCA

For Mother’s Day

05/17

Roy & Bonnie Hill

Nick’s & Zack’s Birthdays

05/21

Jackie Danalewich

Her Birthday

05/27

Patricia Fox

Memorial Day

Anniversaries
05/30

◊ May 2019

Paula & Kevin Webb

Birthdays May 2019
05/02
05/16
05/19
05/21
05/27

Doris Dickey, Jr.
Leaha Salazar
Elijah Hecox
Jackie Danalewich
Ken Winebaugh

05/03
05/19
05/19
05/24

Maryann Ricken
Scott Christian
Marcia Mandac
Marsha Keller

Recognition of our Graduates
We are looking for all our members who are graduating from High School, College, Jr.
High, or Trade School. We will be recognizing their accomplishment on Sunday, May
26th. Please submit the member’s name to the office.

