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          AT THE CROSSROADS 
Claire Munsen was looking over the college admissions forms for her 

daughter, Chloe. Chloe was hoping to attend a small college in Ohio 

that had a great art department. The problem was that the school only 

admitted 500 freshmen each year. Claire was fearful that Chloe just 

wouldn’t be accepted, especially when she read the question, “Is your 

daughter/son a leader or follower? Explain.”  She knew her daughter was not a leader or take 

charge kind of person, but rather a good, committed follower. Claire answered honestly. 

 By mid-February the forms were completed and set to the college. Now the nervous waiting. 

In late April they received a large envelope from the school. Inside was a letter of acceptance along 

with a personal note from the college president. It read, “Dear Chloe, In the freshman class of 500 

we felt that with 499 leaders there should be one follower. Welcome. We look forward to meeting 

you in August for orientation.” 

 “Follower” is what it means to be Christian. There is only one leader, Jesus. The rest of us 

are followers. As a matter of act, Jesus calls us to “take up your cross and follow him”. 

 In Jesus’ day the cross was a symbol of Roman power over life and death. It was a sign that 

Caesar and his army controlled everything and that you were a conquered and powerless people. In 

his lifetime Jesus would have seen thousands upon thousands of people crucified along the roads of 

Galilee and around Jerusalem. It was a horrible terrifying sight. 

 To carry a cross meant that you had to put down all other baggage and concerns that are the 

focus of your life and simply keep your eyes on Jesus. It’s not easy at all. We are being called to 

leave all our future moments and days, no matter how rough they may be, in the hands of a 

compassionate God who has promised to care for us and our loved ones. Jesus is going to go 

through the valley of darkest shadows (death) to come out the other side. The most important 

words are “pass through” the valley. 

 Our following of Jesus continues even after the Easter victory over death into the joy of living 

with him forever. Imagine that the ultimate power over your life is not cancer or heart disease, or 

dementia, or whatever you worry about, but the love of God as seen in Jesus. 

 “Follow me”, he says. It’s an invitation to life. Just say “yes” today. 

Blessings and peace as you journey to Easter. 

 

 

Pastor David Vidler 

 



                                                                                            In Our Prayers 

Members: Joann House, Lori Domzalski, Marie Christian, Bonnie Hill, Jean Petersen, Jean 
Goodwin, Ruth Chew, Rev. Guy Warke, Norma Siebring & Theresa Klager 
  

Friends and Family of Grace: 
Adrienne Vidler (Pr. David Vidler’s wife), Linda Wilder (granddaughter of Marie Christian), 
Ruth Boyer (friend of the Warkes), Jeanne Kieffer (friend of the Warkes),  

Marilyn Butzow (friend of the Warkes), Jack Zdanowski (nephew of the Warkes), 
Juanita (Jodi Dzak’s mother), Sarah Hazelrigg (granddaughter of Jean Peterson),  
Terry Wilder (Marie Christian’s son-in-law), Matt Prodehl (son-in-law of Dan Bell) 
 
Home-bound:  Andrew Nielsen (Heritage Health – Dwight) (Karen Nielsen’s husband), Dolly Hoover 
(Sunny Hill, Joliet) (mother of Karen Nielsen), Edie Hess (Heritage Woods, Manteno) 
 
Serving in Armed Forces:  Captain Erik Gundersen (Grandson of the Warkes) 

Missionary for a Day ~ March 2018 
 

  03/02  Frank & Doris Dickey Jr.  In Honor of Doris’ Birthday 

  03/03  Christy Ziller   In Honor of Shelby Reneé Eaker 

  03/04  Darrell & Dianne Carr   In Memory of Elmer Carr 

  03/06  Kenneth Wolske   In Memory of Esther Zimmerman 

  03/08  Dave & Terry Phillips  In Memory of William Germanos 

  03/17 Gary Gruhn    In Honor of St. Patrick’s Day 

  03/20 Susan Trimby    In Memory of Vivian Trimby’s Birthday 

  03/27  Red & Sharon Folkestad  In Honor of Red’s Birthday 

Birthdays—March 2018 

03/03 Shelby Eaker       03/06  Sophia Moyers       03/08  Chris McPherson 

03/09  Lorri Kucharski      03/11   Christy Ziller       03/14   Beth McPherson 

03/20 Bobby O’Brien      03/21   Roy Hill        03/23   Edie Hess 

03/24 Rita Welegala       03/25   Allison Moyers      03/27   Red Folkestad 

03/30 Brenda Lange 

Anniversaries ~ March 2018 

   03/04 Beth & Chris McPherson  

   03/10 Brenda & Mark Lange 



Generosity Sunday—30 Hour Famine 

Generosity Sunday will be held on February 4th. The Youth will be gathering on Saturday to hold 

their 30 hours of fasting, while raising money for this very worthy cause. 

Every year, hundreds of thousands of students in the U.S. — and thousands more around the world 

— unite through World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine to feed hungry children and families. 

Students will grow closer to Christ and each other as they fast together for 30 hours and raise funds 

to fight hunger. What’s more, when you do the Famine you’re challenging  students to be part of 

something bigger than themselves. To take action for God’s kingdom. To help save the lives of hun-

gry kids. To permanently change the way students see the world.  



                    CRE is scheduled for March 10th 

The Congregational Resourcing Event will be held at Kishwaukee Community Col-

lege in Malta, IL. Sponsored by the Northern Illinois Synod Congregational Life Com-

mittee, the CRE is one of the synod’s finest yearly events. Church council members, 

teachers, musicians, staff, volunteers, and leaders - just about everyone in a congre-

gation - can take advantage of this learning event to strengthen skills, gather resources, network with 

others, and discover new ways to enhance congregational and individual ministries. ALL sign-ups 

need to be done BY MARCH 1
ST

. You can register online if you wish to attend, or let the office know. 

                                                                     Help! Help! 

Our volunteer lists are getting skimpy! 

We have an opportunity for you to help as a liturgist, a communion assistant, a 

lector, a greeter, or an usher. Even if you don’t know how, Grace will be holding 

instructional meetings on a Sunday (after church) for each of these positions. It is 

guaranteed, you will get more out of this than you put in. Please sign up on the 

attendance sheet. 



              WELCA Fundraiser 

WELCA is hosting a Pampered Chef party as a fundraiser. The money 

earned will be used for special projects and general expenses such as 

coffee hour supplies. The Pampered Chef party will be held in the 

fellowship hall of Grace on Thursday, March 22 at 7:00 P.M.  In 

addition to showcasing the popular and useful products, a focus will be on meal planning for 1—2 

people. Everyone is invited to join the party. If you are unable to attend, you may pick up brochures 

and order forms at church on Sunday, March 19. 

 

Mark Your Calendar For Wednesdays Throughout Lent... 

...The Youth Group, along with the Grace Confirmation Class will be hosting 

weekly “Simple Soup and Sandwich Suppers” @ 6:00p.m. No need to 

cook, simply come as you are for these wonderful fellowship events. A free-

will offering will be collected in support of Grace’s Youth Ministries. We are 

still looking for volunteers to provide soups, please see the sign-up sheet in 

the Fellowship Hall for specific dates. 

 

...Midweek Lenten worship services will be held weekly at 7PM. This year we will 

be focusing our attention on highway signs. Come and join us as we take some 

time away from our busy schedules to enter more fully into the disciplines of 

Lent. 

N      Saturday, March 10 

            8:30am - 3:15pm 

   at Kishwaukee Community College in       

                           Malta, IL 

 Congregational Leadership &    

  Mission in 2018 and Beyond 

with keynote presenter Rev. Dr. Nathan C.P. Frambach, Wartburg Theological Seminary Professor of 

Pastoral Theology. Everyone is encouraged to attend the day featuring workshops on topics including 

Administration/Council/Treasurers, Education, Evangelism/Outreach/Hospitality, Global/Interfaith, 

Leadership, Social Justice, Spirituality/Prayer/Health & Wellness, Stewardship, and Youth/Family/Children. 

See all the workshops at nisynod.org/cre.  Kishwaukee College is located between DeKalb & Rochelle on IL 

Rt. 38. The college is handicapped accessible. Childcare is available with pre-registration. Registration 

before March 1 is $20 per person including lunch. 

Find out more, download the guidebook app, and register online at nisynod.org/cre. 

 

Northern Illinois Synod 

Congregational 

Resourcing 

Event 


